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In the Matter of:

ELIZABETH COHEN, C.N.M. CONSENT ORDER

A5 ME 000 13200

This matter was opened before the New Jersey State Board of

Medical Examiners (the “Board”) upon the Board’s receipt of a report
from the Midwifery Liaison‘Committée detailing findings made by the
Committee at the conclusion of the Committee’s investigation of
respondent Elizabeth Cohen, C.N.M. The Committee’s investigation
commenced upon receipt of notice dated May 22, 2006, from Cooper
University Hospital, reporting that respondent resigned her position
at Cooper, after it was discovered that respondent had submitted
altered documentation in support of an application for reinstatement
of her privileges at Cooper (which privileges haa exﬁired on December
31, 2005).

Upon review of available information, to include
documentation supplied by Cooper Hospital and testimony offered by
respondent when she appeared before the Midwifery Liaison Committee on
October 16, 2006, the Board finds that respondent was issued a license
to praétice as a cértified nurse midwife, which license was current‘and
in good standing through October 31, 2005. Respondent failed to timely
renew said license, and her licensure in the State of New Jersey thus

expired on October 31, 2005 [respondent’s license is presently

suspended pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-7.1(b)].




In February 2006, respondent was requested to provide proof
of current New Jersey licensure by Cooper Hospital. Although
respondent was then aware that her New Jersey license had expired,
respondent altered a copy of an expired license certificate by changing
the expiration date on the license from October 31,‘2005 to October 31,
2007, and submitted the altered document to Cooper. »Respondent’s
privileges at Cooper were not reinstated, as représentatives from
Cooper contacted the Board office and were advised that respondent’s
license had in fact expired.

"The Board concludes that respondent engaged in fraudulent
and dishonest conduct when she purposefully altered a copy of an
expired New Jersey certificate of licensure, 80 as to make it appeaf
that the license was valid through October 31, 2007, and then submitted
the altered copy to Cooper Hospital. The Board having found that
grounds for disciplinary action against respondent exist pursuant to
N.J.8.A. 45:1-21 (b), and the parties desiring to amicably resolve thisg
matter without further administrative proceedings, and the Board being
satisfied that the resolution herein is adequately protective of the
public interest and that good cause for the entry of thié Order exists,

IT IS on this 11th day of April, 2007

ORDERED:

1. Respondent Elizabeth Cohen, C.N.M., is hereby
feprimanded for having engaged in the misconduct detailed above.

2. Respondent is hereby assessed a civil penalty in the
amount of $1,500, which penalty shall be payable in three equal
installments of $500, the first installment to be paid on‘the date of
entry of this Order, the second installment to be paid not later than

2



July 11, 2007, and the final installment to be paid not later than
October 11, 2007.

3. Respondent is ordered to attend a course in professiocnal
practice ethics, acceptable to the Board, within six months of the date
of entry of this Order. Respondent shall, upon completion of the
course, ensure that documentation is provided to the Board
demonstrating that respondent attended and successfully completed thé
required ethics course. For purposes of satisfying the requirements
of this paragraph, respondent may attend either the PROBE or PRIME
ethics courses, or may attend another ethics course, provided that such
course is approved in advance by the Education Director of the Board.

4. Respondent may apply for reinstatement of her license
to practice midwifery in the State of New Jersey, puréuant to the ferms
of N.J.S.A. 45:1-7.2, upon providing proof of successful completion of

the ethics course required in paragraph 3 above.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
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By: vxﬁiﬁi4 221 el D
Sindy M. Paul, M.D.
Board President

Consent is hereby given to the
entry of this Order by the Board

Elizabeth Cohen, CTN.M.



DIRECTIVES APPLICABLE TO ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSEE
WHO IS DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SURRENDER OF LICENSURE
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10, 2000
All ficensees who are the subject of a disciplinary order of the Board are required to

provide the information required on the addendum to these directives. The information
provided will be maintained Separately and will not be part of the public document filed with

Or monitoring requirement.
1. Document Return and Agency Notification
The licensee shall promptly forward to the Board office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East

Front Street, 2nd floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0183, the original license, current
biennial registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. In addition, if the



permanently surrendered must remove signs and take affirmative action to stop
advertisements by which his/her eligibility to practice is répresented. The licensee must
also take steps to remove his/her name from professional listings, telephone directories,
professional stationery, or billings. If the licensee's name is utilized in a group practice
title, it shall be deleted. Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed.

safekeeping.) ’ L

3. Practice Income Prohibitions/Divestiture of Equity Interest in Professional
Service Corporations and Limited Liability Companies

A licensee shall not charge, receive or share in any fee for professional services rendered
by him/herself or others while barred from engaging in the professional practice. The
licensee may be compensated for the reasonable value of services lawfully rendered and
disbursements incurred on a patient's behalf prior to the effective date of the Board action.

in the professional practice, whose license is revoked, surrendered or suspended for a
term of one (1) year or more shall be deemed to be disqualified from the practice within the

meaning of the Professional Service Corporation Act. (N.J.S.A. 14A:17-1 1). Adisqualified -
licensee shall divest him/herself of all financial interest in the professional service
corporation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 14A:17-13(c). A licensee who is a member of a limited

to the Secretary of State, Commercial Reporting Division, demonstrating that the interest
has been terminated. If the licensee is the sole shareholder in a professional service
corporation, the corporation must be dissolved within 90 days of the licensee's

disqualification.
4. Medical Records o

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another location,
the licensee shall ensure that during the three (3) month period following the effective date



general circulation in the geographic vicinity in which the practice was conducted. At the
end of the three month period, the licensee shall file with the Board the name and
telephone number of the contact person who will have access to medical records of former
patients. Any change in that individual or his/her telephone number shall be promptly
reportedto the Board. When a patient or his/her representative requests a copy of his/her
medical record or asks that record be forwarded to another health care provider, the
licensee shall promptly provide the record without charge to the patient.

5. Probation/Monitoring Conditions

With respect to any licensee who is the subject of any Order imposing a probation or
monitoring requirement or a stay of an active suspension, in whole or in part, which is
.conditioned upon compliance with a probation or monitoring requirement, the licensee
shall fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, including the
- Enforcement Bureau of the Division of Consumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the
licensee's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expense of the disciplined

practitioner. '

(a)  Monitoring of practice conditions may include, but is not limited to, inspection
ofthe professional premises and equipment, and Inspection and copying of patient records
(confidentiality of patient identity shall be protected by the Board) to verify compliance with
the Board Order and accepted standards of practice.

(b)  Monitoring of status conditions for an impaired practitioner may include, but
is not limited to, practitioner Cooperation in providing releases permitting unrestricted
access to records and other information to the extent permitted by law from any treatment
facility, other treating practitioner, support group or other individual/facility involved in the
education, treatment, monitoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a
rehabilitation program for impaired practitioners. If bodily substance monitoring has been
ordered, the practitioner shall fully cooperate by responding to a demand for breath, blood,
urine or other sample in a timely manner and providing the designated sample.



NJ License #. | -

ADDENDUM

Any licensee who is the subject of an order of the Board suspending, revoking or otherwise
conditioning the license, shall provide the following information at the time that the order

entered after a hearing. The information required here is necessary for the Board to fulfij|
its reporting obligations:

Social Security Number':

List the Name and Address of any and all Health Care Facilities with which you are
affiliated: .

List the Names and Address of any and all Health Maintenance Organizations with which
you are affiliated:

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A Section 61.7 ang 45 CFR Subtitle A
Section 60.8, the Board is required to obtain your Sociaj Security Number and/or



NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD ,
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACT IONS
e L ISLIFLINARY ACTIONS

hearings and the record, including the transcript and documents marked in evidence, are available for
public inspection, upon request.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Board is obligated to report to the National Précﬁtioners Data
Bank any action relating to a physician which is based on reasons relating to professional competence

or professional conduct:

(1) Which revokes or suSpends (or otherwise restricts) a license,
(2) Which censures, reprimands or places on probation,
(3) Under which a license is surrendered. .

In accordance with an agreement with the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States, a
list of all disciplinary orders are provided to that organization on a monthly basis.

Within the month following entry of an order, a sUmmary of the order will appear on the public agenda
for the next monthly Board meeting and is forwarded to those members of the public requesting a copy.

In addition, the same summary will appear in the minutes of that Board meeting, which are also made
available to those requesting a copy. :

Within the month fol(owing entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly
Disciplinary Action Listing which is made available to those members of the public requesting a copy. -

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its licensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of all of the orders entered by the Board. T -

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of-the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public document.



